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BEGGARLY BOY. 

A PARABLE. 



ONCE on a time a poor beggarly 
boy, who tffed to carry matches 
about the fireets, was met by a very rich 
and worthy Gentleman, who obferving 
his hollow eyes, his fallow looks, and his 
bent body, as well as the extreme filth 
with which he was covered, Was touch- 
ed with fuch companion for the lad, that 
he was difpofed to render him fome Ef- 
feaual Relief; and accordingly the gen- 
tleman dropt a hint, that he had a mind 
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to do fomething confiderable For him 4 . 
The boy, never expecting any fuch good- 
nefs as this, and indeed not liftening 
very attentively, did not at firft under- 
ftand what was faid ; upon which the gen- 
tleman fpoke more plainly to him, afk- 
ing him whether he had a mind to have 
his dirty rags exchanged for a new livery 
coat and fome clean linen ? " for," faid 
he, u if you have a mind to it I will 
take you into my fervice : and in that 
cale I fhall fit you out afrefh, and I (hall 
take care alfo that your health is looked 
after, and when you have ferved me 
faithfully for a few years, which you 
may do very comfortably to yourlelf, I 
will even fet you up in life." The lad 
after this could not help underftanding 
the offer ; but he feemed as far as ever 
from accepting it, for he was now quite 
unwilling to believe the gentleman; and 
he fhewed by his manner that he would 
have been better pleafed to have fold 
a halfpennyworth of matches in his ufual 
way, carrying off the halfpenny in his 
hand, than to have had all the line pro- 
mi fes which the bed. and rieheft man in 
the world could make to him. 



This 
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This kind gentleman, however, per- 
lifting in his inclination to do the lad a 
fervice, proceeded next to reafon with 
him : he advifed him, for his own fake, 
to liften a little more to what was laid, and 
then remarked to him how ill he looked, 
which the boy, though very dangerouily 
lick, wasnot fenfible of himfelf ;and repre- 
sented to him the difference between lead- 
ing the wretched fort of life he did, and 
getting into a regular and comfortable 
fervice. Nay, he went fo far as even to 
beg and entreat him, at the fame time ob- 
fcrving that he had no oh j eft-ion to the 
lad's fatisfymg himfelf that the perfon w ; ho 
add re fled him was no cheat or impoftor; 
and, in proof of it, he told him his name, 
informed him how he might learn all par- 
ticulars of his charafter, and gave him a 
direftion to his place of abode. In fhort, 
he condefcended to fay every thing that 
could, in fucha cafe be fuppofed neceffary 
to give a poor boy confidence and encou- 
ragement. In the courfe of the conver- 
fation I fhould have obferved that the 
gentleman, as a proof of his generofity, 
threw down a fhilling, which the lad pick- 
ed up, with very little gratitude in his- 
countenance, but with no imall conceit. 
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M his own quicknefs and cK vtrncfs ih 
feezing hold of it; after which, he grew 
as proud as could be of having got poifef- 
lion of the piece of money, not consider- 
ing at all that it was a mere pre lent, and 
that he had not given the gentleman a 
bugle match for it out of his bafket. 

I am pcrfuaded my readers will, by this 
time, be aware that this was a lad who had 
a very mean and low 7 mind ; otherwife, 
he would undoubtedly have be c n over- 
joyed at fuch an opportunity of getting 
above his preftht bale condition; befides 
which, I fhov.kl remark, that be had been 
a long time living among a let of rogues 
and vagabonds, who bein^ one of them 
nearly as bad as another, and having fel- 
dom feen among them any perfonsof a dif- 
ferent character, had learnt to fancy 
themselves a very creditable fort of peo- 
pie, and, when thev got together, were 
]uft as proud, in their way, as if they had 
been the greater!: Lords and Dukes in the 
kingdom. At night the lad went home, 
and flept among thefe old companions, in a 
vile unwholefome room, where, though 
each would affect now and then to be merry 
and gay, yet, infaft, they were ail of them 
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dying by inches, and in the judgment of 
any rational or feeling man, who might 
condefcend to put his head in among them, 
they undoubtedly were altogether in as for- 
rowful and wretched a plight as can well 
be imagined. 

In Ihort then, with* grief and pain do'T* 
fpeak it, this poor beggarly boy entire!) 
neglctlcd the prodigious offer which had 
been made to him : he returned to his 
former company, continued in his petty 
trade, and dragged on the little remainder 
of his life in the old way, juft as if nothing 
had happened, 

I now propofe, by means of this ftpjry, 
which is a mere allegory or parable, to 
expofe the condnft of thole perfons, w!k> 
are unwilling to comply with the gracious 
invitations of our Saviour, in his Gofpel ; 
for He is that kind and willing friend (with 
reverence be it fpoken) who offers to tfke 
usuKc/n and needy creatures into his ier- 
vice, and we, if we turn away, and refuie the 
offer, may be likened to this foolifh beg- 
garly boy, having nothing better to plead, 
as I think I ftiall be able to {hew, than 

A 4 one 
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one or other of thofe very excufes, which, 
when pat in his mouth, have appeared fo 
abfurd and monftrous. 

Let iri fee whether there is not fome ge- 
neral likenefs between the two cafes. I 
will begin by fuppofing our Saviour, in 
his Gofneh to addrefs himfelf to a man 
who is quite thoughtlefs, and unbelieving. 
Now 7 fuch perfons are commonly much 
more wicked than they imagine, for by 
following their natural inclinations, and 
taking no thought to their ways, they per- 
mit a thoufand evil difpofitions to grow 
upon them; the confequence of this is, 
that when the Gofpel firft meets with fuch 
perfons, it finds them quite covered over 
; with wickednefs, as this boy was with dirt; 

though, like him, they are unconfeious of 
it. It commonly finds them alfo eagerly 
engaged in fome poor purfuit of this life, as 
this boy was in felling matches. 

I I would next obferve, that, in general, 

when the vaft and unfpeakable offers of 
the Gofpel are fir ft mentioned in .the ears 
of fuch a perfon as I have been describing, 
his mind is fo ill prepared for the fubjefct, 
and bis thoughts are apt to be focomp;eatly 

turned 
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turned another away, that he probably 
does not underftand, nor even liften 
to what is faid to him; juft like this boy, 
who, when he was firft fpoken to, refufed 
to liften to the gentleman, and continued 
to think of nothing but his common traffic. 

But let us next fuppofe the man to have 
the Gofpel more clearly explained to him : 
he is now invited to put off his fins, which 
have been reprefented by the filth and ditt, 
to enter into the fervice, and put on, as it 
were, the livery of Chrift, as his acknow- 
ledged fervant, and after fpending the 
fhort period of his life on earth in a ftate 
of comfortable and willing obedience to 
his Deliverer and Redeemer, he is then 
told to expe£l that he fhall be raifed to 
Heaven, and that he fhall be made forever 
and ever. How aftonifhingisthis propofal ! 
What then is the next difficulty ? It is this, 
that the worldly man will not believe the 
truth of the promife which is held out to 
him : like the offer to this beggarly boy, 
it feems too good to be true, or, rather, it 
is too vaft to be concei ved by him. " Why 
fhould this great gentleman trouble him- 
felf to think of me, or to do fo much to 
ferve me," faid the fooliffi boy in the fable. 

A £ " Why 
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^ \\ hy fliould the great God ftoop fo iow 
to me, or think of fending his Son from 
Heaven to lave me," fays the fool who 
difhelievcs the Bible ? The fcoy, therefore, 
turned again to his old way, notwithftand- 
ing the offer he had met with ; and the 
worldly man is for doing the fame, though 
he has heard of the invitation of the Gof- 
pjl ; for he wants faith to trufi in God, as 
the other did to truft the gentleman his 
benefactor, and he therefore efteems the 
fmalleft of the good things of this life, the 
mereft u halfpenny in hand," to be more 
than eternal happinefs in expectation. 

But let us fee how 7 the Golpel conde- 
feends even to our infirmitv. The kind 
gentleman was reprefented as reafoning 
with this dull and diitruftful lad, inform- 
ing him alio of the fteps w 7 hich he ought to 
take, as the means of fatisfying his doubts, 
and of getting poffellion, at length, of the 
bleifing. He appealed alio to the lad's 
own experience of the hardfhips of his 
prefcnt condition, warning him alio of his 
future danger, and alluring him, at the 
lame time, of the mild nature of that fer- 
vice to which he w 7 as invited; and after 
anfwering every obieclion, the gentleman 

condefcended 
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condefcended even to implore and entreat 
this poor miferable fellow, that, for his 
own fake, he would not remain inattentive 
to the offe^. 

So is it with the Gofpel : it (loops, as it 
were, to all our weakneffes and infirmities ; 
it calls to us at the fir ft':, with an inviting 
voice, to come forward and approach it; 
for we are not expected to receive every 
truth at once ; (till lefs are we required to 
believe without evidence: for, in the 
propofals of the Gofpel, everything is fair, 
as well as plain and practicable. It does not 
afk us, for iriftance, to efFeft any thing 
without fufficient means for it, to make 
bricks without ftraw, to ftrive without 
hope of fuccefs, or to do what is impoffible 
for us : On the contrary, we are afked on- 
ly to ftiew a willing mind, and to ufe thofe 
plain and fimple means which the Gofpel 
itfelf fets before us : as for example, we 
are called upon to read the fcriptures, to 
attend upon the preaching of the Gofpel, 
and whatever may be the other religious 
advantages, either of good books, or chrif- 
tian friends, which are put in our way, we 
are required to make an honeft and dili- 
gent ufe of them, than which nothing 

A 6 furety 
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furely can be more'juft and reafonable ; 
and then, becaufe after all we are fo weak 
and helplefs, we are only told the more 
particularly to pray to God for his grace 
to affift us. 

Again, hew does the Gofpel alfo ap- 
peal to our experience, as the gentleman 
did to the beggarly boy's experience of 
the mifery of his condition. Have we 
never fmarted, in confequence of thofc 
fins, which we have fallen into through our 
negleCt of the Gofpel? Have we never 
found ourfelves affli&ed, deftitute, and 
even miferable for the want of it? Have 
we never known an hour when the mer- 
ciful help and protection of an heavenly 
Father would have proved a comfort and 
a bleffing to us ? Yet how can we expeCt 
to enjoy this protection in the time of our 
neceffity, if inftead of entering into his 
family, we chufe, like this helplefs and in- 
confiderate boy, to place ourfelves at a 
diftance? Hear then how the Gofpel calls 
to us to cafi ourfelves on the care of our 
•Redeemer, " Come unto me, (fays Chrift) 
" all ye that are weary and heavy laden, 
" and I v/ill give you reft ; take my yoke 
u upon you, for my yoke is eafy and my 
66 burthen is light, and ye fi i all find reft 
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€ ff unto your fouls." How does our Saviour 
alfo, in the fame manner as was laid of the 
benevolent man in the parable, turn 
Tuppliant, as it were, to the linner. 4 * Ye 
" will not come unto me, that ye might 
" have life," " Why will ye die, Ohoufe 
" of Ifrael." " We therefore (fays the 
" Apoftle) as Em'bafladors for Chrift, be- 
" feech you in Chrift's ftead, be ye re- 
4; conciled to God." Thus then, if after 
all the encouragements of the Gofpel, we 
ftill turn away from it, and refolve to do 
without it, all the miferabie confequences 
which will follow mufi be laid at our 
•own door • and whenever the day of our 
extremity fliall come, we fliall be forced 
to own, that we are left, like this boy 5 
entirely without excufe. 

It has been remarked in the (tory, that the 
fame gentleman who made this great offer 
to the beggarly boy, threw hira down a 
{billing in token of his liberality, for 
which the lad never thought of thanking 
him, but merely grew proud upon it, as 
well as conceited of his own clevernefs in 
catching hold of the piece. What a very 
mean fpirit was this ! and yet is not this 
the very fpirit in which worldly minded 

men 
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men receive the temporal bleffings thrown 
down to them bv their heavenly Father ? 
If a little worldly wealth is caft by a 
bounteous Providence into their lap, they 
immediately grow haughty in confe- 
quence of it, and, like this boy, they 
take to themfelves credit for the ability 
they have fhewn in the manner of getting 
polfefiion of it : Many men, for inftance, 
if they get. a good crop, or a good year's 
trade, are as full of themfelves, and as 
thoughtlefs of Him who is the giver of it, 
as this boy was; nor are they at all en- 
couraged by God's providential goodnefs 
to look up to Him for the further bleffings 
of the Gofpel. 

Reader, if thou art thus vain of any 
of thine earthly goods, thou mayeft be- 
hold thy likenefs in this part of the cha- 
racter of the bov! 

We come now more particularly to 
(peak of the caufes which lead men to aft 
the if range part they do, in rejeBingthe 
Gofpel. I doubt not that this foolifh lad 
might find a thou (and plau.fi ble reafons, 
in his own mind, by which he might dif- 
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guife from himfelf the folly and abfurdity 
of his conduft. He might fay., as it 
has been already hinted, " I do not 
chufe to venture on all this change in 
my way of life. I am afraid of giv- 
ing myfe|f up fo entirely to the gen- 
tleman." Poor foolifh fellow ! what then 
hadft thou any thing to lofe by the 
change ? Could fuch a lad as thou wait 
be meaner, dirtier, or poorer than 
thou wait already? In like manner we 
may fay to every {inner, who raifes a 
like objection; what then art thou fear- 
ful of becoming wickeder than thou 
art, by entering into the fervice of 
Chrift ? Is it that thy conscience pricks 
thee in proportion as thou draweft nearer 
to him? Art thou afraid on this account 
to make the venture ? 

Or the lad might fay perhaps, as the 
(inner is apt to fay, I have lived hi- 
therto in my prbfent way of life, and 
why fhould I not go on in it? which 
is but laying, in other words, have 
lived hitherto in dirt, or I have liv- 
ed hitherto in (in, and why may I not 
live on in it ? than which there can- 
not 
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not be a more miferable reafon, though 
I fear there is hardly a more common one. 

But let us, I faid, lay open the true caufe. 
We have already obferved, that this boy 
had long dwelt in the company of a fad 
fet of vagabonds, who being very nume- 
rous, and one of them as bad as another, 
contrived to keep each other in counte- 
nance, fo as to pafs, forfooth, for very de- 
cent people. This is exaftly the cafe with 
the multitude of wicked and worldly mind- 
ed people. They live in great flocks toge- 
ther, they fee none but thofe who are 
*much like themfelves, and they have no 
more idea of a truly chriftian life, than 
this boy had of the fort of life led in the 
family of this great gentleman ; fo that 
when the Gofpel calls to them to repent, 
and change their courfe, and enter into 
the fervice of Chrift, they fee no need for 
it, they are as good as their neighbours, 
and having no other rule of judging ex- 
cept this, they pronounce themfelves to 
-be well enough already. But I would wifh 
fuch perfons to refleft on the error of 
this boy, and to recoiled, that many a coat 
which Teems clean enough to a poor man, 
appears very dirty in the eyes of a deli- 
neate 
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cate gentleman, and that, in like manner, 
many a life which a worldly perfon thinks 
innocent, appears to be a very w 7 ick©d 
one in the eyes of a chriftian. ; 

The grand caufe of all, however, which 
makes men rejeCl the Gofpel, Js one 
which muft be traced ftill further* It was 
remarked of this boy, that he had no 
heart for the fort of benefit which was of- 
fered him, for that he had a very mean 
and low mind : he had therefore not 
merely fallen into bad company, but he 
had chofen it: he was not only ufed to 
dirt, but he really loved it, he had no de- 
light in cleanlinefs, for his tafte, unhap- 
pily, lay quite the other way. 

Now this, when it is confidered, will 
ferve to explain very clearly the feveral 
circumftances in his conduft, and it will 
alfoaccount very fufficiently for his entire 
refufal of the offer. His rudenefs in not 
attending to the gentleman when he fir ft- 
called to him, as well as, his continual ab- 
fence of mind afterwards, his difficulty in. 
believing any thing that could, be faid to 
.him, his falfe reafoning upon it, his feem 
igg dullnefs and ingratitude^ and., infenfi- 

biiityo 
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bility. as well as the bad choice which he 
made of his company, may all be traced, 
direftly or mdireftly, to this principal 
caufe, that rhe lad was a poor low-lived 
fellow, that loved to grovel in the dirt, 
and had no kind of heart or inclination 
to get into a good fervice. 

And need we fear to remark, that in 
this alio the likenefs holds, and that we 
have here efpecially the exaft picture 
of the irreligious perion ? 

It is often pleaded, by thofe who would 
defend the characters of irreligious peo- 
ple, that one man, for iuihnee, happens 
merely to be rather inaucntlve to the 
Gqfpel ; that another is unfortunately 
drawn out of the way of it by what is 
thought an innocent attention to his 
worldly birfinefs ; a third gravely tells you 
that he finds a difficulty in believing it; a 
fourth contrives feme way &r other to per- 
vert it, fo as to get no good from it, and 
feems to have a ft range t wi It in his head 
whenever he reafons upon it; a fifth is faid 
to be a man who is without thofe warm 
feelings, which are fuppofed to diftinguilh 
thole who affectionately embrace it ? and of 

a feventh 
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a ieveiuh perhaps it is faid by fomc fimfrte 
good Matured relation, or acquaintance, 
that the man has a good heart indeed, but 
that unluckily he has fallen into bad com- 
pany ; but let it be remembered, that jult 
thus it might be pleaded, that this beg- 
g»rly boy was by turns inattentive and 
wrong-headed, and dull of feeling, as well 
as tiled to bad company. Thefe excufes 
if allowed in the one ini'tance fhould be al- 
lowed equally in the other. The true root 
of the matter in each cafe lies deeper. 
The irreligious -nan, like the boy in the 
parable, has, in the won't fenfe of the words, 
a bale and low mind :• like him, he has no 
heart for the great things that are offered 
him ; he has no heart for the favor of God, 
for the honor of living in his fervice, for 
the comforts of the Gofpel in this world, 
or for the gift of eternal life. Like the 
beggarly boy, he may fay what he will, 
but he is of an earthly, grovelling fpirit, 
and the true explanation of the whole mat- 
ter is, that as the one is inclined to dirt, 
fd the other has a leaning to the fide of fin. 
Do you think thai if this beggarly boy had 
loved cleanlinefs, and abominated every 
degree of dirt, he would have remained 
as he was? no, undoubtedly he would 

have 
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have caught at the opportunity offered 
him, and he would, as it were, at alt 
hazards have run after the gentleman : 
fo if a man longs to be freed from fin, 
if he wifkes above all things to cleanfe 
his ways, to purify himfelf even as God 
is pure, and to become holy as God is 
holy, do you think he will not catch 
at the Gofpel ? undoubtedly he will do 
fo. Yes, for it will be fuited in every 
part of it to the ftate of his mind, and 
to all his wants and wifhes, and there- 
lore why fhould he not receive it? he 
will feel his way indeed, but he will by 
degrees heartily embrace every doftrine 
of it. This then is the man who will 
accept God for his father, Chrift for his 
Saviour, the Holy Spirit for his San&i- 
fier and Comforter; the Scriptures wilt 
be his Guide ; the World will be no 
more to him than the place of his pil- 
grimage; his fellow Chriftians will be- 
viewed by him as his fellow travellers, 
and Heaven will be his home, where he 
hopes to be joined to the Spirits of Juft 
Men made perfect, and to dwell in the 
prefence of his Maker, and of his Saviour,, 
for ever and ever. 



And 
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And now, Reader ! if thou art one wh& 
haft hitherto been a ftranger to religion, 
and haft gone thy dull and daily round 
without any thought of the matter, for once 
thou haft been met methinks on thv way 
like this Beggarly boy, by a voice of ex- 
hortation. Even in this little tale, the offer 
of the Gofpel, perhaps rather unexpected- 
ly, hath been held out to thee, or fome hint 
at leaft may have been given, by which, if 
thou wilt attend to it, thou (halt alfuredly 
find in the end that thy whole condition 
fhall be altered; And yet, perhaps like this 
beggarly boy, thou art now returning for 
the remainder of this very day to thy 
old habits, juft as if thou hadft not read this 
ftory. Some bufinefs calls thee, or fomc 
pleafurc waits thee, fo farewel to all 
thought of the Gofpel, for thou mull be 
gone.— But methinks, as thou departelt, thy 
heart fhould approve of this beggarly boy, 
Ihould admire his wifdom, and praifc 
the turn of his fpirit, for if thou goeft 
away condemning him, thou condemneft 

thyfelf alio. Oh! no: his cafe is too 

bad to be defended ; for he, who in a 
worldly fenfe, reficfes a good offer, is fet 
down for a fool, by common confent of 
all men. But, ah ! how few will be per- 

fuaded 
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fuaded to ufe the f&mt peafenffrg in rc- 
ligion, which they apply to all then 
worldly matters! how lew will fee with 
the fame eyes, and try by the fame rule, 
their temporal, and their eternal interefls! 
fo true is that faying of the fcriptures. 
u that the children of this world are wifer 
4i in their generation than the children of 
" lioht. 
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